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Top News 

EU leaders agree to delay Brexit until 31
October 
At their special summit this week EU leaders agreed an
extension of Article 50 until the end of October 2019. If
the withdrawal agreement is ratified by both sides earlier,
the UK will leave on the first day of the following month,
leaders said. The decision was taken in agreement with the
UK. European Council President Donald Tusk said: "During
this time, the course of action will be entirely in the UK's
hands. It can still ratify the Withdrawal Agreement, in
which case the extension will be terminated. It can also
reconsider the whole Brexit strategy. That might lead to
changes in the Political Declaration, but not in the
Withdrawal Agreement. Until the end of this period, the UK
will also have the possibility to revoke Article 50 and
cancel Brexit altogether." 

Read more... 

EU-funded scientists unveil first ever image
of a black hole 
The European Commission this week revealed the first
ever image of a black hole taken by Event Horizon
Telescope, a global scientific collaboration involving
EU-funded scientists. EU Research Commissioner Carlos
Moedas said: "This amazing discovery proves again how
working together with partners around the world can lead
to achieving the unthinkable and moving the horizons of
our knowledge.” Black holes are extremely compressed
cosmic objects, containing incredible amounts of mass
within a tiny region. 

Read more... 

Commissioner Phil Hogan in Kerry to
launch EU-funded Kerry Way App and
review new International Agricultural
Engineering Degree at IT Tralee 
Commissioner Phil Hogan was in Kerry last Friday to
highlight two significant local initiatives, both of which
have benefitted from EU funding: the Kerry Way App and
the new International Agricultural Engineering Degree at
IT Tralee. In a meeting with staff and students,
Commissioner Hogan outlined how the EU has doubled
investment in agriculture research. He said the
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Commission was proposing €10 billion for food and
agriculture research under the next EU budget
(2021-2027) and that this would "hopefully lead to many
new funding opportunities for Irish agri-food and
agri-engineering institutions and researchers." 

Read more... 

Five Irish SMEs selected for funding under
latest round of the EIC SME Instrument 
Five Irish SMEs have been selected for funding under the
latest round of the European Innovation Council SME
Instrument (Phase 1). Each SME will receive a grant of
€50,000 as well as 3 days free business coaching to help
them develop a business plan to get their innovative
project to market faster. Four of the five Irish SMEs are
working on new health treatments while the fifth is
developing a new system to detect and quantify trace level
concentrations of metals and materials in water, food, etc. 

Read more... 

Commissioner Hogan on Brexit
preparedness in the area of Agriculture 
Speaking on the subject of Brexit preparedness in the area
of Agriculture earlier this week, EU Agriculture and Rural
Development Commissioner Phil Hogan said: "In the event
of a no-deal Brexit, the European Commission will
intervene to support European farmers. Support package
will include a mix of measures: Private storage aid,
Withdrawal schemes and Adjustment aid." He added: "In
addition to these measures, we are also looking at state
aid rules, in which case it will be for the Member States to
provide support." 

Read more... 

Other news 

Latest EU Environmental Impact Review
shows challenges for Ireland 
The European Commission has recently published its 2019
Environmental Impact Review. The Review maps out the
situation of environmental policies and rules
implementation in each EU country and identifies the
causes of implementation gaps. The three major
challenges identified for Ireland are: Water management-
low compliance rate with the Urban Waste Water
Treatment Directive, problems with drinking water &
quality of bathing waters; Nature protection - gaps in SAC
(Special Area of Conservation) designation & protection of
blanket bogs; and the cost of bringing an environmental
legal action to court. 

Read more... 

Irish house prices rising faster than EU
average 
House prices were up 7.2% in Ireland in the fourth quarter
of 2018 compared to the fourth quarter of 2017 according
to new Eurostat figures. This is well above the average EU
and Euro Area rise of 4.2% over the same period but far
below Slovenia, which saw the highest house price rise at
18.2%. Prices fell by 0.6% in Italy. 

Read more... 
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Read more... 

Europe remains world's biggest development donor 
The European Union and its Member States continued to be the world's leading provider of official
development assistance in 2018. Collective assistance from the European Union and its Member States
amounted to more than €74.4 billion in 2018, representing almost 57% of the total global
development assistance. 

Read more... 

Better production, labelling and protection
rules for spirit drinks 
The European Council has adopted a new regulation on the
definition, description, presentation and labelling of spirit
drinks, including their use in other foodstuffs and the
protection of geographical indications (GIs). The new rules
guarantee a clearer labelling of spirit drinks such as
Whisky and Brandy. They also ensure a certain level of
harmonisation in the composition of these drinks at
European level. The new rules are due to come into effect
in 2021. 

Read more... 

EU foreign investment screening regulation enters into force 
The new EU framework for the screening of foreign direct investments has officially entered into force
on 10 April 2019. The EU has one of the world's most open investment regimes and is the main
destination for foreign direct investment in the world. 

Read more... 

Ireland signs Declaration to cooperate on
the digitalisation of European agriculture
and rural areas 
Ireland was one of 24 EU Member States to this week sign
a Declaration to join forces on digitalisation for European
agriculture and rural areas. They have agreed to work
closer together on smart farming and food traceability.
They will also establish a Europe-wide innovation
infrastructure for a smart European agri-food sector and
create a European dataspace for smart agri-food
applications. 

Read more... 

Ireland signs Declaration to cooperate on digitising cultural heritage 
Ireland is one of 23 European countries that this week signed a Declaration of cooperation on
advancing digitisation of cultural heritage. They will work closer together to better use state-of-the-art
digital technologies in addressing risks that Europe’s rich cultural heritage is facing, enhancing its use
and visibility, improving citizen engagement, and supporting spillovers in other sectors such as in
tourism. 

Read more... 

Ireland commits to boosting participation
of women in digital 
Ireland is one of twenty-five European countries that this
week signed a declaration to encourage women to play a
more active and prominent role in the digital and
technology sectors. The signatories of the Women in Digital
Declaration have agreed, inter alia, to: create a national
strategy to encourage women’s participation in digital;
establish a European Girls and Women in ICT day;
advance a gender-balanced composition of boards,
committees and bodies dealing with digital matters. 
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Read more... 

Facebook changes its terms and clarifies its use of data for consumers 
Facebook has changed its terms and clarified its use of data for consumers following discussions with
the European Commission and consumer authorities. They now clearly explain how the company uses
its users' data to develop profiling activities and target advertising to finance their company. 

Read more... 

New European Criminal Records Information System on convicted third
country nationals 
A new European Criminal Records Information System on convicted third country nationals is due to
come into force in the coming weeks. EU Justice Commissioner Vĕra Jourová said: "The new system
will make it faster and easier for law enforcement authorities to spot third country nationals previously
convicted in the EU, by a simple search in ECRIS.This will help improve police and judicial and
cooperation to better fight crime and terrorism across the EU, making Europe a safer place for all of its
citizens." 

Irish SME partner in EU-funded project to develop inflammatory bowel
imaging technologies 
Irish SME Pintail is one of 4 partners in an EU-funded project to advance MSOT (multispectral
optoacoustic tomography) technology to monitor and manage inflammatory bowel disease. The
Euphoria project, which includes partners in Germany, France and the UK, has been awarded a €2.3
million EU ‘Fast Track to Innovation’ grant. 

Read more... 

Protecting European consumers: toys and
cars on top of the list of dangerous
products 
The 2018 European Commission report on dangerous
products shows that the top three types of product notified
were: toys (31%), motor vehicles (19%), and clothing,
textiles and fashion items (10%). In Ireland, almost half
(48%) of alerts concerned cosmetics. More than half of all
the detected dangerous products in the EU come from
China. The report shows that EU authorities exchanged
2,257 alerts on dangerous products in 2018, including 27
in Ireland. 

Read more... 

Irish people most positive about their health 
Irish people are the most likely (83%) in the EU to think their health is good or very good, well above
the EU average of 70% and almost twice as high as Lithuania and Latvia (both 44%). In fact, almost
one in two Irish people (46%) think their health is very good, almost double the EU average of 25%.
The share of people who think their health is good or very good tends to decline with age: 90% of Irish
and 88% of EU citizens aged 16 to 44 think their health is good or very good. This drops to 77% for
Irish and 68% for EU 45-64 year olds and to 67% for Irish and 50% of EU 65 to 64 year olds. 

Read more... 

EU Commission sets out key requirements
for an Artificial Intelligence Industry 
The European Commission this week set out the key
requirements for an ethical Artificial Intelligence (AI)
Industry in Europe. AI can benefit a wide-range of sectors,
such as healthcare, energy consumption, cars safety, etc.
but it also brings new challenges for the future of work and
raises legal and ethical questions. 

Read more... 
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Agenda 

Exhibition - “45 Stories celebrating
Ireland's 45 years of EU membership” 
This exhibition illustrates just some of the ways in which
Ireland has benefitted from EU membership over the past
four and a half decades. It includes stories from every
county and across many sectors, including agriculture,
culture, education, business, environment, health and
consumer protection. The exhibition is on a nationwide tour
until July 2019. The exhibition will be on display in
Portlaoise Library from 10 to 30 April. 

Read more... 

Friday 12 April: Citizens' Dialogue on the importance of the European
Elections, Europe House, Dublin 2 
The Wheel, in cooperation with the European Commission Representation in Ireland, is organising a
Citizens' Dialogue on the importance of the European Elections. This event takes place on Friday 12
April (11.30 am to 2.30 pm) in Europe House, 12-14 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. Click on the link
below for more information and to register. A light lunch will be provided. 

Read more... 

Friday 12 April: Connections through Languages - Ireland, Europe and
beyond..., Europe House, Dublin 2 
The One Voice for Languages group is hosting a panel discussion bringing together thought leaders,
experts, and practitioners on the topic of 'making connections through languages'. This event takes
place on Friday evening 12 April at Europe House, 12-14 Lr Mount Street, Dublin 2. Speakers include:
Mairead McGuinness, MEP, European Parliament Vice President and OVFL Patron; Marc Coleman, Head
of International Business Development for IBEC & OVFL Champion; Eimear Ní Bhroin, Language Affairs
Officer at the EU Commission; Sorcha Pollack, journalist with The Irish Times and author; Deirdre
Kirwan, ECML Inspiring Language Learning in the Early Years (ILLEY) project team member & OVFL
committee member; and, Tanya Flanagan, Head of Modern Languages, St. Farnan's Post Primary
School, Prosperous, Co.Kildare & OVFL committee member. 

Read more... 

Monday 15 and Tuesday 16 April: Agriculture and Fisheries Council,
Luxembourg 
On the agenda: Future of the CAP post 2020; Climate neutral economy: agricultural aspects; and,
EU-Africa. 

Read more... 

Tuesday 16 April: Citizens’ Dialogue, Kilkenny 
The European Movement Ireland with the support of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is
hosting a Citizens' Dialogue on Ireland and the Future of Europe in Kilkenny next Tuesday, 16 April.
Speakers include: the Minister of State for European Affairs, Helen McEntee T.D. and Dr. Elaine Byrne -
Barrister, Lecturer in IT Carlow and Sunday Business Post Columnist. The event takes place from 6.30
to 9 pm at the Kilkenny River Court Hotel, The Bridge, John Street, Kilkenny. 

Read more... 

Friday 26 April 2019: European Elections - Environment Public Debate,
Carrick on Shannon 
The Environmental Pillar is holding a series of public debates to gauge where European Parliament
election candidates stand on key environmental and climate issues before the polls open on 23 May.
The first of these debates takes place on Friday 26 April (7 to 8.30 pm) at the Bush Hotel, Main Street,
Carrick-On-Shannon. Confirmed candidates include: Mairead McGuinness MEP, Fine Gael, Matt Carthy
MEP, Sinn Fein, Luke 'Ming' Flanagan MEP, Independent, Saoirse McHugh, Green Party and Cyril
Brennan, People Before Profit. The event will be moderated by Micheal O'Cinneide, a former
Environmental Protection Agency Director. Click on the link below for more information and to register. 

Read more... 
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Tuesday 30 April: Colorectal Cancer- How is research in Ireland addressing
the challenges?, RCSI, Dublin 
To mark colorectal cancer awareness month, there will be a public event in Dublin on 30 April
showcasing 2 EU-funded Irish colorectal cancer research projects: COLOSSUS and MErCuRIC. The
event takes place at the Royal College of Surgeons (RCSI), Albert Lecture Theatre, 123 St Stephen's
Green, Dublin 2, from 6.30 to 7.30 pm. It will feature a number of prominent Irish cancer experts
including: Prof Annette Byrne (RCSI), Prof. Sandra Van Schaeybroeck (Queen's University Belfast), Dr
Ian Miller (RCSI) and Dr Orla Casey (Cancer Trials Ireland). 

Read more... 

Tuesday 30 April: Seminar - The Irish to
the Rescue: the Tercentenary of the Polish
Princess Clementina's Escape, Europe
House, Dublin 
On Thursday afternoon 30 April, the European Commission
Representation in Ireland will host a retelling of the
dramatic rescue of the Polish Princess Maria Clementina
Sobieska from captivity in Innsbruck in April 1719 by a
small group of Irish people and one French woman. This
event is organised by the Embassy of the Republic of
Poland in Dublin, the Embassy of France in Ireland, the
Alliance Française Dublin, Rathmines College of Further
Education and the Technological University of Dublin. 

Read more... 

Friday 3 May: European Election - Environment Public Debate, Dublin 
The Environmental Pillar is holding a series of public debates to gauge where European Parliament
election candidates stand on key environmental and climate issues before the polls open on 23 May.
The second of these takes place on Friday evening 3 May in Wynn's Hotel, 35-39 Abbey Street Lower,
Dublin 1. Speakers include: Lynn Boylan MEP, Sinn Fein; Councillor Ciaran Cuffe, Green Party;
Councillor Éilis Ryan, Workers' Party; Councillor Gary Gannon, Social Democrats; Alex White, Labour
Party; Barry Andrews, Fianna Fáil; and Gillian Brien, People Before Profit. The event will be moderated
by Frank MacDonald, former Environment Editor of The Irish Times. 

Read more... 

Thursday 9 May: Informal meeting of EU heads of state or government,
Sibiu, Romania 
The informal European Council will bring together EU heads of state or government in Sibiu, Romania
on 9 May 2019. The summit will be hosted by Klaus Iohannis, President of Romania, which currently
holds the Presidency of the Council. The President of the European Council, Donald Tusk, will chair the
meeting. 

Read more... 

Monday 13 May: Citizens’ Dialogue: Revitalising Rural Ireland -
Empowering Communities through Social Enterprise, Dunhill Ecopark,
Waterford 
Waterford Europe Direct Information Centre, in partnership with the European Commission
Representation in Ireland and Dunhill, Fenor, Boatstrand & Annestown Community Enterprises CLG, is
organising a special citizens' dialogue on "Revitalising Rural Ireland - Empowering Communities
through Social Enterprise" in Dunhill Ecopark, Co Waterford on Monday evening, 13 May. This public
meeting will bring together key players and experts at EU and national level to explore the potential of
Social Enterprise in revitalising rural Ireland. Attendance is free but advance registration is required at
the link below. 

Read more... 

Thursday 16 May: Seminar on "Brexit & European Parliament Elections
2019", Europe House, Dublin 2 
DCU's_Brexit Institute will host a seminar on "Brexit & European Parliament Elections 2019" on
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DCU's_Brexit Institute will host a seminar on "Brexit & European Parliament Elections 2019" on
Thursday 16 May 2019 at Europe House, 12-14 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. The event will feature a
panel discussion with MEP candidates Alex White (Labour/S&D) and Barry Andrews (Fianna Fáil/ALDE)
moderated by Professor Federico Fabbrini, Director of the DCU Brexit Institute in addition to further
candidates (tbc). A second panel discussion will feature Professor Gary Murphy, DCU School of Law
and Government and Dr Anastasia Deligkiaouri, DCU School of Communications moderated by Tony
Connelly, RTE. 

Read more... 

Job opportunities 

Administrators in the field of Audit 
The European Personnel Selection Office (EPSO) is looking for young talented graduates (AD 5) and
experienced specialists (AD 7) in the field of audit. The recruited new members of staff will work
primarily in the European Commission in Brussels and the European Court of Auditors in Luxembourg.
Registration opens on 7 May 2019. 

Read more... 

Competitions 

Regiostars Awards 2019 
The REGIOSTARS Awards are a yearly competition aimed
at identifying good practices in regional development and
highlighting innovative, EU-funded projects, which could be
attractive and inspiring to other regions and project
managers. There are 5 categories: Promoting digital
transformation; Connecting green, blue & grey;
Combatting inequalities & poverty; Building
climate-resilient cities; and, Modernising health services.
The deadline to apply is 9 May 2019. 

Read more... 

Public consultations 

Distance Marketing of Financial Services 
This public consultation is an opportunity for consumers, retail financial services professionals, national
authorities and other interested stakeholders to express their views, concerning the relevance,
effectiveness, pertinence and coherence of Directive 2002/65/EC concerning distance marketing of
consumer financial services. The consultation is open until 2 July 2019. 

Read more... 
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